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The First Julia Robinson Mathematics Festival in Hong Kong, April 1, 2017

(Hong Kong) Hong Kong’s inaugural Julia Robinson Mathematics Festival (JRMF) was held at the
Singapore International School on 1 April 2017 from 10:00am to 1:00pm. In partnership with the
American Institute of Mathematics, the JRMF makes mathematics accessible to every student of all
abilities, and focuses on collaborative problem-solving, as opposed to the competitive nature of
mathematics examinations and contests, so that students can enjoy the richness and beauty of

mathematics without any anxiety.

Guided by mathematics teachers and other mathematics lovers in the community, 248 students aged 10
to 14 worked on a variety of mathematical problems, puzzles and activities. Of these students, 230
(92%) came from local schools. The mathematical activity at each table is specially designed to be
initially easy and then progressively become challenging. For the first time, mobile app software was
leveraged at the JRMF for students to develop a stronger intuition to the mathematical problems
through observation and experimentation. Students roamed freely around and chose to go to any table
and were rewarded with a raffle based on persistence and collaborative learning with peers. Thirty
raffle prizes such as Festival T-shirts, math games and books were given out at the end of the festival.
Even after the festival, the mobile app continues to encourage collaborative and creative

problem-solving between the students and their parents and teachers.

Co-founded by Nancy Blachman, the JRMF honours the memory of Julia Robinson, a mathematician
recognized for her work in solving Hilbert's tenth problem and encourages more students to pursue
mathematics. The JRMFs began at Google in the San Francisco Bay Area in 2007, and have since
expanded to other cities around the world. 2017 marks the 10" anniversary of JRMF, and there are also

JRMFs in Taiwan and mainland China in the same year.

The event is being sponsored by the IEEE Information Theory Society, the Singapore International

School (Hong Kong).

Organizing Committee of Julia Robinson Mathematics Festival in Hong Kong
Director: Dr. Tan, Chee Wei, Professor of City University of Hong Kong
Co-Director: Mr. Shen, Jian, Partner of Sapiens Technologies Ltd.
Advisor: Dr. Saul, Mark, Executive Director of Julia Robinson Mathematics Festival
Mr. Ng, Bernard, Vice-Principal of Singapore International School (Hong Kong)

Dr. Chan, Tony, President of Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

For photos, videos and more information, please go to: www.algebragamification.com/JRMF.
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