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The Second Julia Robinson Mathematics Festival in Hong Kong, March 24, 2018

(Hong Kong) Hong Kong’s second Julia Robinson Mathematics Festival (JRMF) was held at the Singapore
International School (Hong Kong) on March 24™ 2018 from 10:00am to 1:00pm. The goal of this
mathematics festival is to make mathematics accessible to every student of all abilities, and focuses on
collaborative problem-solving, as opposed to the competitive nature of mathematics examinations and

contests, so that students can enjoy the richness and beauty of mathematics without anxiety.

Guided by experienced mathematics teachers, math enthusiasts and other mathematics lovers in the
community, over 250 students aged 10 to 14 worked on a variety of mathematical problems, puzzles and
activities. A number of students came from The Chinese International School, Independent School
Foundation (ISF) Academy, English Schools Foundation (ESF) affiliated schools like South Island School,
Victoria Shanghai Academy, the Singapore International School (Hong Kong) among others. In particular,
seventy students from eight different primary schools affiliated with the Tung Wah Group of Hospitals
(TWGH) participated at the event with their teachers. Students worked on a variety of inquisitive activities
each designed to culminate with mathematically deep insights. Students were encouraged to persist and
collaboratively work with peers. In closing, Dr. Mark Saul, Executive Director of the Julia Robinson

Mathematics Festival, gave an impromptu talk on surprising ways to think of mathematics in daily life.

The JRMF events honour the memory of Julia Robinson, a mathematician recognized for her work in
solving Hilbert's tenth problem and encourages more students to pursue mathematics. In partnership with the
American Institute of Mathematics, the Festivals began at Google in 2007, and have since expanded to many
places worldwide. In 2018, besides Hong Kong, the Festivals have taken place at Beijing, Shanghai and
Hunan in mainland China and also at Taipei and Chiayi in Taiwan. The Hong Kong Festival is sponsored by
Google Inc., the IEEE Information Theory Society, Nautilus Software Tech., and the Singapore International
School (Hong Kong). The South China Morning Post (SCMP) also published an online coverage

at: https://yp.scmp.com/presented-channel/yp-exclusive/article/109169/annual-julia-robinson-mathematics-f

estival-gets-kids (Annual Julia Robinson Mathematics Festival gets kids excited about maths, April 26th
2018).

Organizing Committee of Julia Robinson Mathematics Festival in Hong Kong

Director: Dr. Tan, Chee Wei, Professor of Computer Science

Co-Director: Mr. Shen, Jian, Caravel Group Ltd.

Advisor: Dr. Saul, Mark, Executive Director of Julia Robinson Mathematics Festival

Mr. Ng, Bernard, Vice-Principal of Singapore International School (Hong Kong)

For photos, videos and more information, please go to: www.algebragamification.com/jrmf.
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